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Apply to Become a Star Dude

Do you know the night sky well enough to find your way around it without an app year-round?
Do you own and comfortably operate reliable telescope equipment of reasonably large
aperture? Does your personality lean toward that of a patient teacher? If so, we'd love to hear
from you.

Night Sky Tourist, recipient of the Town of Fountain Hills 2025 Tourism Award, is adding a new
member to our team of Star Dudes. We bring stargazing experiences to corporate events at
resorts in Fountain Hills, Rio Verde, Scottsdale, and North Phoenix; private events at homes
and small venues; and public community events.

What You'll Do

Each gig runs about two hours, plus your setup and teardown time. You'll guide guests through
telescope viewing, give a green laser tour of the constellations and planets overhead, share
interesting stories, and answer lots of questions. You'll receive a copy of my Constellation
Companion book so you can learn a few favorite cultural star stories to share.

What We're Looking For

Our guests are mostly casual stargazers, including corporate groups, families, and curious
travelers. The best Star Dudes combine real astronomy knowledge with the ability to make a
group of beginners feel excited about what they're seeing. That means you can

e identify the major constellations, bright stars, and planets by sight
e find and center objects in your own telescope quickly and confidently
e answer common astronomy questions accurately and explain them simply

Star Dudes present astronomy based on mainstream scientific understanding, including the age
and scale of the universe, and treat every guest's beliefs with respect.

How We Choose Our Next Star Dude

1. Submit the application below

2. Phone interview

3. Visit one of our gigs to see what we do, followed by a phone call to discuss the
experience. This visit is unpaid.

4. Bring your telescope to one of our gigs to shadow us, followed by another phone call.
You'll receive $100 for this gig.



5. Final selection
Pay

e Your first four gigs, paired with an experienced Star Dude, pay $250 each
e After that, gigs pay $275 each
e A $40 travel fee is added for gigs more than 15 miles from Fountain Hills

We Handle the Business Side

You show up and share the sky. We handle booking, client communication, scheduling,
invoicing, and payouts. Star Dudes are independent contractors and receive a 1099 each
January.

We make payouts within two weeks after each gig. The exception is our weekly gigs at Adero
Scottsdale Resort, which are billed monthly. Those payments usually take about six weeks to
arrive.

Schedule and Season
Our season runs from mid-September through May. We take the summer off.

Star Dudes post their availability, and we build the schedule two to three weeks in advance.
Most Star Dudes work 1 to 4 gigs per month. Start times range from 6:00 to 8:30 pm, and we
aim to wrap up most gigs by 10:00 pm.

We also ask each Star Dude to help with 1 to 3 free public events per season. It's our way of
giving back to the community that supports us.

If weather cancels a gig, nobody gets paid. We don't charge clients a deposit, so a cloudy night
means no income for anyone. Think of it as a night off.

Requirements

Age 18 or older

Your own telescope and green laser pointer

Your own reliable transportation

Ability to carry, set up, and tear down your equipment on your own

Quick response to email and text

No alcohol, tobacco, vaping, or impairing substances before or during gigs

Questions? Reach out to Vicky Derksen at vicky@nightskytourist.com.

Apply Now: https://forms.gle/PM1u6Jx3wnw5kkGbA
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